Dear Sir, Madam,
On behalf of all organizations mentioned below,  we would like to express our great concern about the proposed change in abortion legislation in Nicaragua. We urgently request the National Assembly of Nicaragua NOT to agree with the considered legislation to outlaw abortion. 
When a pregnancy is unwanted, it can take a heavy toll on a women’s physical and emotional well-being. A woman’s right to physical integrity entitles her to decide whether or not she will carry a pregnancy to term. A woman’s right to determine the number and spacing of her children requires governments to make abortion services legal, safe and accessible to all women.  Every year however, millions of women worldwide put their life at risk by resorting to illegal and unsafe abortion services. The majority because they neither have access to family planning services nor to safe and legal abortion. Every day, nearly 200 of them die as a result of unsafe abortion. 
Of all development indicators those for reproductive health reveal the largest gap between low income and developed countries and between rich and poor people within countries: all these 200 abortion deaths occur in developing countries.

Especially poor and illiterate women bear the greatest brunt of outlawing abortion services due to the fact that the absence of safe and legal abortion services lead them to clandestine and dangerous methods of terminating unwanted pregnancies. Only the wealthy have access to safe abortion services, as they just pay for a safe abortion or travel abroad. 
Not outlawing abortion but providing sex education and good reproductive health services for all lead to low abortion rates. In countries where abortion is illegal, abortion rates are still high and the illegal nature of the service is leading to a large number of deaths and lifelong complications. 
In Nicaragua 80% of the population survives on less than $2/day, sexual violence is common, and maternal mortality is high. Outlawing abortion penalises women and girls for an unwanted pregnancy and the sexual violence committed against them; penalises doctors and nurses for trying to save these women and girls’ lives; is especially harsh for the poor and maintains the high maternal mortality rate.  Outlawing abortion is discriminating against women and girls, while the men and boys who impregnate them are not penalised and don’t carry any responsibility. It is discriminatory to force women and girls to undergo unwanted pregnancies. It is also discriminatory that an act like abortion, which is only relevant to women and girls, is criminalized. It prevents women from exercising their human rights, thus preventing them from being on an equal footing with men. Not being able to terminate a dangerous pregnancy also denies women healthcare that only women need, which is necessary for their right to health. In sum: outlawing abortion is a severe violation of women’s human rights.
In name of all those poor and illiterate women, we urge you to use all possibilities within your power to oppose this ban on abortion services. 
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