
February 10, 2005  
 
The Honorable Kofi A. Annan  
Secretary-General  
United Nations  
Secretariat Building, Room S-3800  
New York, NY 10017  
 
 
Your Excellency Kofi Annan,  
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your leadership in establishing 
the Millennium Project and for your recognition of the importance of reproductive 
health to the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals. We fully concur with 
your statement that:  
 
“The Millennium Development Goals, particularly the eradication of extreme poverty 
and hunger, cannot be achieved if questions of population and reproductive health 
are not squarely addressed. And that means stronger efforts to promote women’s 
rights, and greater investment in education and health, including reproductive health 
and family planning.”  
 
The Millennium Project has produced important recommendations for practical 
programs and policies in multiple sectors that will accelerate attainment of the MDGs 
in their overview report, Investing in Development: A Practical Plan to Achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals, and Task Force reports. We are pleased with the 
Millennium Project’s efforts to strengthen integration of sexual and reproductive 
health and rights concerns into implementation of the MDGs. The Gender Equality, 
the Child and Maternal Mortality and the HIV/AIDS Task Forces in particular 
recognized sexual and reproductive health and rights as fundamental to progress 
towards the Goals. The overall recommendation to strengthen health systems and 
address girls’ and women’s health (including reproductive health) rings clearly in their 
analyses. The contribution of the Project in these areas, and to encouraging priority 
to other neglected concerns (e.g., infrastructure, energy, multiple dimensions of 
women’s empowerment) is an indication of its wise counsel.  
 
We strongly support the Project’s endorsement of universal access to sexual and 
reproductive health information and services, including family planning; protection of 
sexual and reproductive health and rights as critical pathways to achieving the 
MDGs; and the recognition that highest levels of unmet need for family planning and 
reproductive health services occur in the poorest countries among the poorest 
populations.  
 
We are encouraged by the strong statements of reaffirmation which emerged from 
the regional and other UN meetings held to mark the tenth anniversary of the 
International Conference on Population and Development. We also note the 
outcomes of the Countdown 2015 Global Roundtable, the NGO-led review of the 
ICPD supported by the European Union, as a demonstration of additional 
international support for sexual and reproductive health and rights. Taken together, 
these statements demonstrate the international community’s continued commitment 



to the ICPD Programme of Action and its goals. Through these meetings, 
governments also affirmed their view that implementing the ICPD Programme of 
Action is essential to achieving the MDGs.  
 
In light of the Millennium Project’s recommendations and continued strong 
international support for expanding access to sexual and reproductive health 
services, including HIV/AIDS services, we trust that sexual and reproductive health 
and rights concerns will be clearly addressed in your report for the General Assembly 
High-Level Plenary.  
 
To this end, we recommend that your report:  
·        Include specific language on the importance of sexual and reproductive health 
and rights to achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and the overarching 
goal of reducing poverty;  
·        Endorse, as strongly as possible, the findings and recommendations of the 
Millennium Project and its Task Forces, including those regarding refinements of 
targets and indicators for the various goals;  
·        Acknowledge the international community’s continued support for the goals of 
the International Conference on Population and Development’s Programme of 
Action, the Beijing Platform for Action, and the agreements of the other major UN 
international conferences of the 1990s as foundations for the Millennium 
Development Goals and the importance of their realization to achievement of the 
MDGs.  
 
Similarly, we recommend that the on-going technical review processes adopt specific 
recommendations of the Task Forces – in particular those of the Task Forces on 
Child Health and Maternal Health, on Education and Gender Equality, and on 
HIV/AIDS – including a specific target on universal access to reproductive health 
services under the Maternal Health Goal and several indicators relevant to sexual 
and reproductive health and rights within the indicator framework for various of the 
goals and targets.  
 
We realize that the timeframe for finalization of the Secretary-General’s report is very 
short, but we felt it was important to have the full benefit of the work of the Millennium 
Project – given its mandate – before communicating directly. Moreover, as the 
opportunities for civil society engagement in the Millennium Summit process are 
somewhat limited, we feel obliged to take advantage of every opportunity to share 
our concerns.  
 
In conclusion, we note again our appreciation for your efforts to advance 
implementation of the MDGs, and in particular the work of the Millennium Project. We 
look forward to working with the UN system, UN Member States, and other civil 
society actors on our common agenda for development over the next decade and 
beyond.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Amy Coen, President, Population Action International (USA)  
Verónica Díaz Ramos, Coordinator, Católicas por el Derecho a Decidir (Chile)  



Dorothy Aken’ova, Executive Director, INCRESE: International Centre for 
Reproductive Health and Sexual Rights (Nigeria)  
 
Frances Kissling, President, Catholics for a Free Choice (USA)  

Paul F.A. Van Look, Ph.D., Director, Department of Reproductive Health and 
Research, World Health Organization (Switzerland)  

Maria Eugenia Romero, Executive Director, Equidad de Genero: Ciudadania, Trabajo 
y Familia, A.C. (Mexico)  

Diarra Djingarey Maiga, Director, Femmes et Droits Humains (Mali)  

Jill Sheffield, President, Family Care International (USA)  

Sunila Abeysekera, Director, INFORM (Sri Lanka)  

Eden  R. Divinagracia, Ph.D., Executive Director, Philippine NGO Council on 
Population, Health and Welfare Inc. (Philippines)  

Bjarne B. Christensen, Executive Director, Sex & Samfund: The Danish Family 
Planning Association (Denmark)  

Lilian Abracinskas, Director, Comision Nacional de Seguimiento - Mujeres por 
Democracia, Equidad y Ciudadanía (Uruguay)  
 
Adrienne Germain, President, International Women’s Health Coalition (USA)  
 
Patricia LaRue, Executive Coordinator, Youth Coalition (Canada)  
 
Pinar Ilkkaracan, Founding President, Women for Women's Human Rights - NEW 
WAYS (Turkey)  
 
Frans Baneke, Executive Director, World Population Foundation (Netherlands)  
 
Marysa Navarro Aranguren, Ph.D., Chair, Board of Directors, Catholics for a Free 
Choice (USA)  
 
Elfriede Harth, European Representative, Catholics for a Free Choice (France)  
 
Nichola Hungerford, Campaigner, Cairns and Far North Environment Centre 
(Australia)  
 
Reverend Carlton W. Veazey, President and CEO, Religious Coalition for 
Reproductive Choice (USA)  

Shazia Zuberi, Director, Aahung (Pakistan)  
 
Katherine McDonald, Executive Director, Action Canada for Population and 
Development (Canada)  
 
Nancy Northup, President, Center for Reproductive Rights (USA)  



Boniface A. Oye-Adeniran, President, CAMAS: Confederation of African Medical 
Associations and Societies (Nigeria)  

Lilián Abracinskas, General Coordinator, Comision Nacional de Seguimiento: 
Mujeres por Democracia, Equidad y Ciudadanía (Uruguay)  
 
Jose S. Barzelatto, Vice President, The Center for Health and Social Policy (USA)  
 
June Jacobs, Immediate Past President, International Council of Jewish Women (UK)  
 
Rodelyn M. Marte, Co-coordinator, Network of Asia Pacific Youth (Thailand)  
 
Rosalind Petchesky, Ph.D., Distinguished Professor of Political Science, Hunter 
College & the Graduate Center, CUNY (USA)  

Daniela Colombo, President, AIDOS: Associazione Italiana Donne per lo Sviluppo 
(Italy)  

Elizabeth Maguire, President and CEO, Ipas (USA)  

Maria José Rosado Nunes, Director, Católicas pelo Direito de Decidir (Brasil)  

Lidia Rocdriguez, Coordinator, Le Monde Selon les Femmes (Belgium)  

Wanda Nowicka, President, Federation for Women and Family Planning (Poland)  

June Zeitlin, Executive Director, Women's Environment and Development 
Organization (USA)  

Alejandra López Gómez, Coordinator, MYSU: Mujer y Salud Uruguay (Uruguay)  

Anne Van Lancker, Member of the European Parliament (Belgium)  

Anneke Wensing, Coordinator, CHOICE (the Netherlands)  

Paulo Vieira, Coordinator, YouAct (the Netherlands)  

Marie-Claude Tesson-Millet, President, Equilibres & Populations (France)  

Dr. John Havard, Chairperson, Commonwealth Medical Trust (UK)  

Mabel Bianco, Director, Foundation for Studies and Research on Women (Argentina)  

Teresa Valdés, Director, FLACSO (Chile)  

Magaly Marques, Executive Director, Pacific Institute for Women's Health (USA)  

William Smith, Vice President for Public Policy, Sexuality Information and Education 
Council of the United States (USA)  

Andrea Ramírez, Coordinator, Colectivo Junevil "Decide" (Bolivia)  

Stéphanie Bleeker, Coordinator, Netherlands Network on Sexual and Reproductive 
Health and AIDS (the Netherlands)  



Elwira Chruściel, Coordinator, ASTRA: Central and Eastern European Women's 
Network for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (Poland)  

Katarina Lindahl, Secretary-General, Swedish Association for Sexuality Education 
(Sweden)  

Steven W. Sinding, Director General, International Planned Parenthood Federation 
(London)  

Leslie R. Wolfe, President, Center for Women Policy Studies (USA)  

Marta Alanís, Coordinator, Católicas por el Derecho a Decidir (Argentina)  

Sandra Mazo, Coordinator, Católicas por el Derecho a Decidir (Colombia)  

Rabbi Steven B. Jacobs, Rabbi, Temple Kol Tikvah (USA)  

Rev. Carlton W. Veazey, President, Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 
(USA)  

Prof. Mohammad Hashim Kamali, Dean, International Institute of Islamic Thought 
and Civilisation, International Islamic University (Malaysia)  

Sandhya Jain, Author and Columnist (India)  

Sharon Camp, CEO, The Alan Guttmacher Institute (USA)  

Johanna Dubbeldam, Executive Director, Rutgers Nisso Group, Expert Centre on 
Sexuality (the Netherlands)  

Anke van Dam, Head of Youth Incentives, International Youth Programme of Rutgers 
Nisso Group, Expert Centre on Sexuality (the Netherlands)  

Werner Fornos, CEO, Population Institute (USA)  

Charlotte Bunch, President, Center for Women's Global Leadership (USA)  

Jodi Jacobson, Executive Director, Center for Health and Gender Equity (USA)  

Alejandra Lopez, Director, Mujer y Salud en Uruguay (Uruguay)  

Carmen Barroso, Director, International Planned Parenthood Federation - Western 
Hemisphere Region (USA)  

Yolonda C. Richardson, President & CEO, CEDPA (USA)  

Gill Greer, Executive Director, Family Planning International Development (New 
Zealand)  

Daniel E. Pellegrom, President, Pathfinder International (USA)  

Karen Pearl, Interim President, Planned Parenthood Federation of America (USA)  

Gillian Fawcett García, Acting Director, Católicas por el Derecho a Decidir (México)  

Teresa Lanza, Director, Católicas por el Derecho a Decidir (Bolivia)  



Billie A. Miller, Chair of the Board, Inter-American Parliamentary Group on Population 
and Development (USA)  
 
Catherine Budgett-Meakin, Chair and Coordinator, Population and Sustainability 
Network (UK)  
 
Professor John Guillebaud, Co-chair, Population and Sustainability Network (UK)  
 
Toby Aykroyd, Co-Chair, Population and Sustainability Network (UK)  

Silvia Henriquez, Executive Director, National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health 
(USA)  

Frans Baneke, Director, World Population Foundation (the Netherlands)  

Susana Fried, Program Director, International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 
Commission (USA)  

Ingrid Guzmán, Coordinator, Asociación SIMBIOSIS (Bolivia)  

Genoveva Tisheva, Coordinator, Bulgarian Gender Research Foundation (Bulgaria)  
 


