Thank you Mr. Chairperson. My name is Yvonne Bogaarts from the World Population Foundation, and I am speaking on behalf of members of the International Sexual and Reproductive Rights Coalition. I would like to thank you for the opportunity to address this meeting of the Commission.

The discussions at this meeting focus on two themes: the intersections between HIV/AIDS, reproductive health and poverty, and the importance of sexual and reproductive health and rights to the MDGs. The Cairo Conference was a historic moment, when sexual and reproductive health issues were firmly recognized as part and parcel of the human rights framework. The realization of sexual and reproductive health and human rights can empower women, men and their families to take control over and make decisions concerning sexuality and reproduction, free of discrimination, coercion and violence. 

In reality, women, and especially girls, are highly vulnerable to infection, and very often are unable to negotiate safe sexual relations. The infamous ABC approach has little to offer married women, who often cannot negotiate fidelity, abstinence, or condom use. Sex workers are pressured by their clients not to use condoms. Poor women are often forced to trade sex for food or money. Without access to sexual and reproductive health education, information and services, young people will be less informed about their sexuality and bodies, less able to make their own decisions and to protect themselves from abuse.
Three remedies can help address both of these issues. 

One: Ensure the realization of sexual and reproductive rights through laws, programs, policies, and practices. 

Two: With respect to the MDGs, this Commission should endorse the recommendations of the UN Millennium Project Task Force on Maternal Health, that is, the inclusion of a clear target to achieve universal access to sexual and reproductive health by 2015. Doing this would send a powerful message of continued commitment to the health and rights of all people.

Three: Integrate sexual and reproductive health and HIV/AIDS services in innovative programs that truly address the needs of all people. End discrimination and stigma now. 

Together, we must work to ensure that the vision of Cairo is maintained, strengthened and most importantly, implemented.

