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Impact of crises and conflict on sexual 
and reproductive health  and rights
The EU is to act!

Background paper
Situation analysis

From 1 January – 30 June 2008 Slovenia will hold the EU Presidency. Slovenia has, with Germany and Portugal, developed a joint 18-month Programme (January 2007-June 2008) on Development Policy. The Slovenian presidency will focus, in particular, on the situation of children affected by armed conflict, but with due regard to the preponderant role played by women in providing care, support and security for children, particularly in times of crises and conflict.

As a first step, the Slovenian Government is preparing in cooperation with European Centre for Development Policy Management (ECDPM) a study on “Children and Women and Armed Conflict in EU Development Policy” The aim of the study is to explore how to further improve the Union’s approach and develop a policy on integrating the protection of children affected by armed conflict into EU development policy and programmes. The study should also aim at supporting EU work on mainstreaming the role of women in armed conflict and disarmament, demobilization, reintegration, post-conflict reconstruction and development in development cooperation policy and programmes, focusing on women empowerment in development cooperation with particular reference to how such measures will support children affected by armed conflict. 

The study will be presented in the beginning of the Slovenian presidency in January 2008. 

Sexual and reproductive health and rights(SRHR) is one of the most important issues connected with development policy and problems of children and women in armed conflicts and crises. 

SRHR and situation of children and women in crises and conflict areas

“Reproductive health is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being on not merely the absence of disease or infirmity, in all matters relating to the reproductive system and to its functions and processes” 

Sexual and reproductive rights include the rights of women and children to have control over and decide freely and responsibly about matters related to sexuality (with whom to have sex or not to have and how often) and whether or not to have children, and the information and means to do so, free of coercion, discrimination and violence. 

The right to sexual and reproductive health (SRH), including safe motherhood, family planning, prevention and treatment of sexually transmitted infections (STIs), HIV and emergency obstetric care, including the treatment of abortion-related complications, cervical and breast cancer prevention, applies to all people at all times. Lack of quality sexual and reproductive health services can lead to high infant and maternal mortality rates, an increase in the spread of STIs, including HIV, an increase in unwanted pregnancies and unsafe abortions, and increased premature women’s mortality and morbidity rates.

These rights are often very difficult to realise in well organised HC systems and non-conflict situations, but are rudely and extremely violated in times of war, armed conflict and post-conflict. The impact of crises and conflicts on women and girls’  reproductive and sexual health can not be underestimated. Their psychological, reproductive and overall well-being is often severely compromised in times of conflict. In general women are more vulnerable to violations of sexual and reproductive rights than men because of prevailing oppressive gender relations. In every society we can find broad range of violations from involuntary first intercourse, forced pregnancy and coerced use of contraception, lack of access to reproductive HS for adolescents to forced intercourse and domestic violence and involuntary sex work. This also applies to crises and conflict situations where more women than men remain unprotected, which makes them particularly vulnerable to all kinds of violations of their sexual and reproductive rights:  systematic rape, sexual slavery and forced pregnancy, forced sterilization, forced abortion, coerced or forced use of contraceptives, genital mutilation, prenatal sex selection and female infanticide.

Trafficking in and sexual exploitation of human beings, particularly of women and children (like child soldiers), tend to increase in conflict situations. Many women engage in prostitution to survive conflict, but also because sex becomes a source of bargaining power. Widespread gender-based violence during conflict is a major problem as such, but also increases the spread of STIs, including HIV/AIDS, especially among women.
 

Crises and conflicts are particularly damaging to children and adolescents and can also lead to (imposed) increased risk-taking behaviour. Children and adolescents are also more vulnerable to violence and sexual abuse.

The enormous rise in gender based violence and high risk sexual behaviour during conflict and post conflict situations combined with the absence of basic health services and supplies leads to an increase of unwanted pregnancies, unsafe abortions, difficult pregnancies and high risk deliveries, transmissions of STIs and HIV&AIDS and psychological problems. Therefore counselling and services related to SRH and HIV&AIDS should be a priority in those situations.
Tragically, sexual and reproductive health needs are too often overlooked. Yet it is essential that they are considered as much a human right for communities experiencing the trauma of crises and conflict, as the basic elements of security, shelter, food, water and sanitation.

Overall aim and goals of seminar

Making sexual and reproductive health and rights a priority in pre, during and post-conflict/crises interventions by:

· raising awareness amongst policy makers and NGOs on the importance of SRHR in crises and conflict situations

· strengthening the cooperation between Slovenian policy makers and NGOs  
· stimulating the transfer of knowledge and experience in order to stress the importance of tackling SRHR issues in crises, conflict and post-conflict areas;
· drafting recommendations for a better integration of women and children’s SRHR in crises and conflict  in EU policy
Target groups

· Slovenian Ministries and policy makers (health, foreign affairs, development cooperation, social affairs, equal opportunities)

· Policymakers in the field of development cooperation/humanitarian assistance from the present and upcoming presidencies: Portugal and France 
· EC representatives from the relevant DG: External relations, Development and ECHO
· National and European Parliamentarians

· NGOs from Slovenia, other EU Member States and Balkans,

· Health and development institutes and universities

· Health professionals

Partners involved

Co-organisers:

· Slovene Philanthropy

· World Population Foundation

· International Planned Parenthood Federation – European Network

Supporters:

- 
Slovenian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Division for International Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Assistance
· Sloga platform (coordination development issues)

· Slovenian Public Health Coalition (coordination national issues)

· Legibitra

· Društvo SOS telefon

· Countdown 2015 Europe
� ICPD Programme of Action, September 1994, para7.2.


� Marie Stopes International Australia, Sexual and Reproductive Health in Crisis Situations.


� Gender, Conflict and Development,Tsjeard Bouta Georg Frerks Ian Bannon, 2005
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