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Society for International Development, Netherlands’ Chapter (SID NL; 
www.sid-nl.org) is one of the 45 local and national chapters of SID Inter-
national, which is an international non-governmental association of 
individuals and organisation founded in 1957 to promote social justice 
and foster democratic participation (see www.sidint.org). SID NL is an 
independent platform organisation that aims to contribute to a sustai-
nable and peaceful world through stimulating, renewing and broade-
ning debates on the international cooperation in the Netherlands, 
thereby subsequently influencing policy discussions. The philosophy of 
SID NL is that development and social change can only occur if multi-
disciplinary, multi-takeholder and multi-track approach is applied. SID 
NL is one of a few organisations in the Netherlands which applies this 
approach by creating strategic partnerships with other relevant initia-
tives and organisations. Over last 20 years, SID NL has organized the 
most prestigious annual series of public lectures about development 
issues in the Netherlands, attracting top international speakers and 
audiences comprising the Dutch development intellectual elite.
 

World Population Foundation (WPF; www.wpf.org) is the only Dutch 
NGO that focuses exclusively on Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights 
(SRHR) in developing countries. It has a 20-year track record of succes-
sful advocacy – pushing the Netherlands to become a leader in this field 
– and a programme of interventions in Africa and Asia. Its main specia-
lity is sexuality education, building on the experience and credibility of 
the Netherlands in SRHR matters. It has developed effective coopera-
tion with major Dutch development NGO’s. Through its MYBODY label 
(with slogan: My Life, My Choice, My Body), it enhances the awareness 
of Dutch society in general for the importance of SRHR worldwide. An 
explicit part of its mission is to explain the intricate relationship 
between population issues and SRHR.
 

The Institute of Social Studies (ISS; www.iss.nl) in The Hague is one of 
the foremost centres of teaching and research in development studies 
in Europe and the world. Established in 1952, it brings together 
students and teachers from the Global South and the North in a Euro-
pean environment, carrying out research, teaching and public service in 
the field of development studies and international cooperation. In July 
2009, ISS integrated with the Erasmus University of Rotterdam but 
remained in the Hague as an autonomous university institute.




