
�:�K�R���D�U�H���Z�H
�µ �7�K�H���<�R�X�W�K���&�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���6�H�[�X�D�O���D�Q�G���5�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H��

�5�L�J�K�W�V�����<�&�6�5�5�����L�V���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���R�I���\�R�X�Q�J��
�S�H�R�S�O�H���W�K�D�W���Z�R�U�N�V���W�R���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���V�H�[�X�D�O���D�Q�G��
�U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W�V���R�I���D�G�R�O�H�V�F�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G��
�\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�O�O���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G����

�µ �:�H���D�U�H���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H��
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���D�J�H�V���R�I���������	���������F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�Q�J��
�\�R�X�W�K���V�H�[�X�D�O���D�Q�G���U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H���U�L�J�K�W�V���D�W���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O����
�U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�H�Y�H�O�V�����:�H���D�U�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V����
�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�V�����Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V�����H�G�X�F�D�W�R�U�V�����D�Q�G���D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W�V����



�2�X�U���0�L�V�V�L�R�Q�2�X�U���0�L�V�V�L�R�Q�2�X�U���0�L�V�V�L�R�Q�2�X�U���0�L�V�V�L�R�Q
�7�K�H���<�R�X�W�K���&�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q���D�L�P�V���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��
�V�H�[�X�D�O���D�Q�G���U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H���U�L�J�K�W�V���R�I���D�O�O���\�R�X�Q�J��
�S�H�R�S�O�H���D�U�H���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�H�G�����J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�G���D�Q�G��
�S�U�R�P�R�W�H�G�����D�Q�G���V�W�U�L�Y�H�V���W�R���V�H�F�X�U�H���W�K�H��
�P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�I�X�O���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q��
�G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���D�I�I�H�F�W�V���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V�����E�\��
�D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�L�Q�J�����J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�����V�K�D�U�L�Q�J��
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�V���D�Q�G���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
�\�R�X�Q�J���D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W�V���Z�L�W�K���D���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O��
�D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�H�Y�H�O�V��



�2�X�U���Y�L�V�L�R�Q

�7�K�H���<�R�X�W�K���&�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q���H�Q�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V���D���Z�R�U�O�G���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H��
�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���D�O�O���\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�U�H���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�H�G���D�Q�G��
�F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G�����D�Q�G���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���H�P�S�R�Z�H�U�H�G���D�Q�G��
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�R���I�X�O�O�\���D�Q�G���I�U�H�H�O�\���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H���W�K�H�L�U���V�H�[�X�D�O���D�Q�G��
�U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H���U�L�J�K�W�V�����6�H�[�X�D�O���D�Q�G���U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H���U�L�J�K�W�V��
�D�U�H���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���D�S�S�O�\���H�T�X�D�O�O�\���W�R��
�\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H�����<�R�X�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H���K�D�Y�H���D���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H��
�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���W�R���P�D�N�H���W�R���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���D�Q�G���P�X�V�W���E�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���D��
�Y�R�L�F�H���L�Q���D�O�O���S�R�O�L�F�\���D�Q�G���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���W�K�D�W��
�L�V���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�H�G���D�Q�G���I�X�O�O�\���L�Q�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�H�G��



The Youth Coalition also believes that all women, 
irrespective of age, have the right to access medically 
safe and legal abortion care. Unplanned and 
unwanted pregnancies are a common situation faced 
by women around the world. Many circumstances 
can put a woman in a situation where she must 
decide whether or not to continue her pregnancy. 
Ethical, legal, medical and social situations can 
influence her decision. However, in the end, 
regardless of the legal or moral prohibitions, or the 
lack of economic or social resources, millions of 
women choose to terminate their pregnancies even if 
it could cost them their lives.
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�$�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���6�5�5���I�U�R�P���D��
�\�R�X�Q�J���Z�R�P�H�Q�v�V���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H

�<�R�X�W�K���&�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���6�H�[�X�D�O���D�Q�G��
�5�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H���5�L�J�K�W�V



�$�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���D�V���D���+�X�P�D�Q���5�L�J�K�W
�µ�µ �%�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G���%�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G���%�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G���%�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G���%�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G���%�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G���%�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G���%�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G��
�µ �(�D�F�K���\�H�D�U�����D�U�R�X�Q�G�������������������Z�R�P�H�Q���G�L�H���R�I���S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\��

�U�H�O�D�W�H�G���F�D�X�V�H�V�����D�Q�G���D�O�P�R�V�W���D�O�O���P�D�W�H�U�Q�D�O���P�R�U�W�D�O�L�W�\��
�R�F�F�X�U�V���L�Q���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�����O�L�N�H���(�F�X�D�G�R�U��
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���Z�L�G�H�V�W�����D�Q�G���P�R�V�W���X�Q�I�D�L�U��
�K�H�D�O�W�K���J�D�S�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J��
�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V����

�2�I���W�K�H�������������������D�Q�Q�X�D�O���P�D�W�H�U�Q�D�O���G�H�D�W�K�V����
�F�R�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�U�R�P���X�Q�V�D�I�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���I�R�U��
�D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�����������������V�H�Y�H�Q�W�\���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�����R�U���������S�H�U��
�F�H�Q�W���R�I���D�O�O���G�H�D�W�K�V��



�µ �7�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���R�I���X�Q�V�D�I�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���L�V���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���V�L�P�S�O�H���V�W�D�W�L�V�W�L�F�V����
�Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���L�V���L�O�O�H�J�D�O���R�U���V�H�Y�H�U�H�O�\���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�H�G�����R�U��
�D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���V�D�I�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���L�V���G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W���I�R�U���I�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���R�U���J�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�D�O��
�U�H�D�V�R�Q�V�����V�R�P�H���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���Z�R�P�H�Q���D�Q�Q�X�D�O�O�\���D�U�H���I�R�U�F�H�G���W�R���U�L�V�N��
�W�K�H�L�U���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���O�L�Y�H�V���W�R���X�Q�G�H�U�J�R���D�Q���X�Q�V�D�I�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q��

�µ �8�Q�V�D�I�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���F�R�P�P�R�Q���F�D�X�V�H�V���R�I���P�D�W�H�U�Q�D�O��
�G�H�D�W�K�����L�W���L�V���D�O�V�R���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���H�D�V�L�O�\���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�D�E�O�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H��
�S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I�����D�Q�G���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R�����V�D�I�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G���F�D�U�H��

�µ �$���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O���U�L�J�K�W���R�I���D�O�O���W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q���E�H�L�Q�J�V���L�V���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���W�R��
�G�H�F�L�G�H���I�U�H�H�O�\���D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���F�R�H�U�V�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���R�X�U���E�R�G�\���D�Q�G���R�X�U��
�V�H�[�X�D�O�L�W�\�����W�K�L�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���G�H�F�L�G�H���K�R�Z���P�D�Q�\���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��
�D�Q�G���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�V���W�R���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�G���Z�K�H�Q��

�µ �$�F�F�H�V�V�W�R���V�D�I�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���L�V���D���F�R�U�H���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�D�W��



�µ �7�K�H���:�R�U�O�G���+�H�D�O�W�K���2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���G�H�I�L�Q�H�V��
�X�Q�V�D�I�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���D�V�����¯�D���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H���I�R�U��
�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���D�Q���X�Q�Z�D�Q�W�H�G���S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\����
�H�L�W�K�H�U���E�\���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���O�D�F�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\��
�V�N�L�O�O�V���R�U���L�Q���D�Q���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���O�D�F�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
�P�L�Q�L�P�D�O���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����R�U���E�R�W�K�°��



�µ �:�+�2���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���X�Q�V�D�I�H��
�D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q�V���R�F�F�X�U���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���D�Q�Q�X�D�O�O�\��
�D�Q�G���W�K�D�W�����������������R�I���W�K�H�V�H���U�H�V�X�O�W���L�Q���W�K�H��
�Z�R�P�D�Q�
�V���G�H�D�W�K��

�µ �&�R�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���X�Q�V�D�I�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���D�U�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���D�W��
�Z�R�U�O�G���O�H�Y�H�O���L�Q���D���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H���W�K�D�W���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W����
�D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�����������R�I���D�O�O���P�D�W�H�U�Q�D�O���P�R�U�W�D�O�L�W�L�H�V����
�Z�L�W�K���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�����������L�Q���$�V�L�D����
���������L�Q���/�D�W�L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�����D�Q�G�����������L�Q���V�X�E��
�6�D�K�D�U�D�Q���$�I�U�L�F�D�����:�+�2��



�$�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���D�V���D���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�W�K���$�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���D�V���D���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�W�K���$�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���D�V���D���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�W�K���$�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���D�V���D���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�W�K��
�µ �5�L�J�K�W���W�R���O�L�I�H
�µ �5�L�J�K�W���O�R���O�L�E�H�U�W�\���D�Q�G���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q
�µ �5�L�J�K�W���W�R���S�U�L�Y�D�F�\
�µ �5�L�J�K�W���W�R���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���R�I���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�����F�R�Q�V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q��
�µ �5�L�J�K�W���W�R���K�H�D�O�W�K
�µ �5�L�J�K�W���W�R���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q
�µ �5�L�J�K�W���W�R���H�Q�M�R�\���W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V���R�I���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V
�µ �5�L�J�K�W���W�R���Q�R�Q���G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q
�µ �5�L�J�K�W���W�R���G�H�F�L�G�H���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�S�D�F�L�Q�J���R�I���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�V��
�µ �5�L�J�K�W���Q�R�W���W�R���E�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���W�R�U�W�X�U�H���R�U���R�W�K�H�U���F�U�X�H�O�����L�Q�K�X�P�D�Q���R�U��

�G�H�J�U�D�G�L�Q�J���W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���R�U���S�X�Q�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W��



�µ �0�D�S�S�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���0�D�S�S�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���0�D�S�S�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���0�D�S�S�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q��
�V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�U�O�G�Z�L�G�H�V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�U�O�G�Z�L�G�H�V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�U�O�G�Z�L�G�H�V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�U�O�G�Z�L�G�H:



�µ �$�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�����������R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���O�L�Y�H�V���L�Q��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���K�L�J�K�O�\���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�Y�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���O�D�Z�V�����P�R�V�W�O�\��
�L�Q���/�D�W�L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�����$�I�U�L�F�D���D�Q�G���$�V�L�D�����7�K�H�V�H���D�U�H���W�K�H��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���L�V���P�R�V�W���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�H�G���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J��
�W�R���W�K�H���O�D�Z�����,�Q���V�R�P�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�����V�X�F�K���D�V���L�Q���&�K�L�O�H���R�U��
�1�L�F�D�U�D�J�X�D�����Z�R�P�H�Q���V�W�L�O�O���J�R���W�R���S�U�L�V�R�Q���I�R�U���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���D�Q��
�L�O�O�H�J�D�O���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q��

�µ �/�H�J�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���F�D�Q���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W���W�K�H���X�Q�Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\��
�V�X�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���G�H�D�W�K���R�I���Z�R�P�H�Q�����5�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�Y�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q��
�O�D�Z�V���Y�L�R�O�D�W�H���Z�R�P�H�Q�
�V���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V��



�µ �3�U�L�R�U���W�R���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�����W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H��
�Q�R���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���O�D�Z�V���L�Q���H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H�����,�Q�������������3�R�S�H���3�L�X�V���,�;��
�G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G���W�K�D�W���H�Q�V�R�X�O�H�P�H�Q�W���R�F�F�X�U�V���D�W���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�����$�V��
�D���U�H�V�X�O�W���W�K�H���O�D�Z�V���L�Q���W�K�H�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���G�L�G���Q�R�W���D�O�O�R�Z���D�Q�\��
�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\�����7�K�H�V�H���O�D�Z�V���I�R�U�P���W�K�H���E�D�V�L�V��
�R�I���W�K�H���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�Y�H���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���V�W�L�O�O���H�[�L�V�W��
�L�Q���P�D�Q�\���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�����%�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�������������D�Q�G��
�����������D�O�P�R�V�W���D�O�O���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���O�L�E�H�U�D�O�L�]�H�G���W�K�H�L�U��
�D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���O�D�Z�V���I�R�U���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V���D�Q�G���V�D�I�H�W�\����
�:�K�H�U�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���L�V���V�W�L�O�O���L�O�O�H�J�D�O���W�K�L�V���L�V���R�I�W�H�Q���G�X�H���W�R���R�O�G��
�F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���O�D�Z�V���D�Q�G���Q�R�W���D�O�Z�D�\�V���D�Q���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H��
�R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�O���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q��





�µ �:�K�D�W���D�U�H���W�K�H���F�K�D�O�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���W�K�D�W��
�\�R�X�Q�J���Z�R�P�H�Q���Z�K�R���Q�H�H�G���D�Q��

�D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���K�D�Y�H���W�R���I�D�F�H�"



�&�K�D�O�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���I�R�U���\�R�X�Q�J���Z�R�P�H�Q��
�Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���W�R���I�D�F�H���D�Q���D�E�R�W�L�R�Q

�µ �$�O�O���W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V���P�X�V�W���E�H���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�H�G�����S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G��
�D�Q�G���S�U�R�P�R�W�H�G�����Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D�Q�\���N�L�Q�G����
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���V�H�[���D�Q�G���D�J�H�����<�R�X�Q�J��
�Z�R�P�H�Q�v�V���U�L�J�K�W�V���W�R���V�D�I�H���O�H�J�D�O���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���L�V���R�I���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U��
�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���W�K�D�W���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���V�K�R�Z�V���\�R�X�Q�J���Z�R�P�H�Q��
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���D�O�P�R�V�W���K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H���W�R�W�D�O���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���Z�R�P�H�Q��
�Z�K�R���J�R���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���X�Q�V�D�I�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q�V���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V���G�X�H���W�R��
�X�Q�Z�D�Q�W�H�G���S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�L�H�V��



�µ �$�G�R�O�H�V�F�H�Q�W�V���D�J�H�G���������������\�H�D�U�V�����U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���D�E�R�X�W���R�Q�H��
�I�L�I�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�v�V���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����Z�L�F�K���L�V���H�T�X�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W���W�R����������
�E�L�O�O�L�R�Q���\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V�����8�1�)�3�$��

�µ �$�E�R�X�W�����������R�I���S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�L�H�V���H�D�F�K���\�H�D�U���R�F�F�X�U���D�P�R�X�Q�J��
�W�H�H�Q�D�J�H�U�V�������8�1�)�3�$��

�µ �,�Q���/�D�W�L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�D�U�L�E�E�H�D�Q���U�H�J�L�R�Q������������������
�R�I���D�G�R�O�H�V�F�H�Q�W�V���S�U�H�J�D�Q�D�F�L�H�V���D�U�H���X�Q�S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G��

�µ �8�Q�S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���S�U�H�J�D�Q�F�L�H�V���D�U�H���W�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���R�I���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V��
�I�D�F�W�R�U�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���O�D�F�N���R�I���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���D�E�R�X�W���6�5�5�����/�D�F�N��
�R�I���D�F�F�H�V�V���D�Q�G���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���D�E�R�X�W���K�R�Z���W�R���X�V�H��
�F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�H�S�W�L�Y�H���P�H�W�K�R�G�V�����G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W�L�H�V���L�Q���X�V�L�Q�J��
�F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�H�S�W�L�Y�H�V�����V�H�[�X�D�O���D�V�V�D�X�O�W�����H�W�F��



�µ �,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���P�R�U�H���R�E�V�W�D�F�O�H�V���I�R�U���\�R�X�Q�J��
�Z�R�P�H�Q���V�H�H�N�L�Q�J���V�D�I�H���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���V�H�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�Q���I�R�U��
�Z�R�P�H�Q���R�I���R�W�K�H�U���D�J�H�V�����S�D�U�H�Q�W�D�O���F�R�Q�V�H�Q�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V����
�O�D�F�N���R�I���U�H�V�R�X�U�V�H�V���I�R�U���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q��
�Z�K�H�Q���D�F�F�H�V�L�Q�J���K�H�D�O�W�K���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����O�D�F�N���R�I���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���D�V��
�G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�H�U�V���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���E�R�G�L�H�V�����H�W�F����

�µ �/�D�Z���W�K�D�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�D�O���F�R�Q�V�H�Q�W���I�R�U���D�Q���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q��
�S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H���D�Q�G���Q�R�Q���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H�����Q�R�Q���D�I�I�R�U�D�E�O�H���D�Q�G���Q�R�Q��
�\�R�X�W�K���I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���L�V���D�Q���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���R�I��
�G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���D�J�D�L�Q�W�V���\�R�X�Q�J���Z�R�P�H�Q. 
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Background and Introduction

• Interest of the YC.

• Internal training on Safe Abortion Rights and Advocacy
(The Netherlands – October 2006).



• Objective of the workshop: to increase effective 
youth participation to advocate for pro-choice 
policies and initiatives. 

• Participants acquired knowledge about abortion 
related issues, as well as develop valuable 
advocacy and facilitation skills, specially learning 
about the importance of advocating for access to 
safe abortion in countries where abortion is 
criminalized. 

• The training included a visit to an abortion clinic , 
where participants could saw how safe abortions are 
performed in the Netherlands.
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Project objectives:Project objectives:
• To increase youth awareness about abortion worldwide. 

• To strengthen the capacity of youth to influence positive and 
progressive abortion policy and decision-making on a local, national 
and international level. 

• To increase youth’s access to information about abortion. 

• To develop youth’s skills be become effective advocates for pro-
choice and safe abortion. 



6 National Workshops
(Paraguay, Nigeria, Trinidad and Tobago, India, Ecuador, 
Argentina-Uruguay)



Workshops Objectives:

• To improve understanding on sexual and reproductive 
rights (SRR).
• To improve understanding on Abortion including the 
legal aspects surrounding it.
• To improve advocacy skills.
• To have a strong knowledge of safe abortion and how 
to advocate effectively for it.
• To learn safe abortion languages and how to fight 
opposition.



Number of Workshops Participants
Paraguay: 13  in total – 4 male – 9 female
(32 applications from Paraguay, 17 Peru, 10 Bolivia, interested emails from 
Argentina, Nicaragua, Panama, Chile, Costa Rica and Uruguay)

Nigeria: 10 in total – 5 female and 5 male
(400 applications)

Trinidad and Tobago: 6 in total
(15 applications)

India: 14 participants – 11 female – 3 male
(40 applications)

Ecuador:  12 participants - 3 male – 9 female
(20 applications)

Argentina/ Uruguay: 12 participants – 11 female – 1 male
(40 applications)



Follow up

Paraguay: Many participants were involved in the 28 of September 
Campaign. Interest in replying the workshop to other young persons.

Nigeria: National Youth Network for Safe Abortion Rights. Interest in 
replying the workshop and to set up a research group to source and 
disseminate information. YC List Serve. 

Trinidad and Tobago: List serve. Collaborating with local organizations 
(Conscious Raising and ASPIRE) on collecting the stories of young 
people and unsafe abortion; and sharing the resources and information 
learned in the workshop online and through a helpline 
(www.redinitiatives.org).



Follow up

• India: YC list serve. Email exchange among the 
participants and facilitators. 

• Ecuador: Involved in the 28 of September Campaign. 
Coalition for the Decriminalization of Abortion.

• Argentina: Involved in the National Campaign for 
Abortion legalization. Creation of a website. 
Participation in a communitarian radio program.



Along with the workshops…

International Youth Perspectives on Abortion

Freedom of Choice: a Youth Activist Guide to 
Safe Abortion Advocacy



• Produced with 
materials from 
participants of the 5 
national workshops

• Useful, creative and 
with insights from 
different regions in 
diverse formats 
(songs, drawings, 
essays, poems, 
etc.)



• Written by Youth Coalition 
members

• Chapters that analyze 
different aspects of 
abortion

• Useful resource for young 
people worldwide to work 
in advocacy efforts for 
abortion rights at the 
national, regional and/or 
international levels 



The sexual and reproductive rights movement faces its biggest 
challenge when it comes to abortion. In many countries, as it’s 
reviewed in the legal section, abortion is not legal, or is very
limited for specific circumstances. 

• On the other hand, in other countries where abortion has been 
decriminalized, access is not guarantee by the state. Stating 
this, the two main challenges when advocating for safe abortion 
are: 
1) changing the legislation in those countries where abortion is 
restricted, and 
2) guarantee access to comprehensive abortion care to all 
women. 

• The task is not easy, and we, as youth advocates, need to be 
prepared to take action in this area. This Guide helps us with 
this task.



The guide intends to:
• Give an overview of important human right arguments 

that can be used when advocating for safe abortion care 
services

• Discuss the state of abortion legislation around the 
world, and how different restrictions affect access to 
abortion care for young women

• Look at access to safe abortion care services around 
the world, as well as the impact of unsafe abortion

• Relate tips on how to deal with the media and the 
opposition

• Demonstrate how to use the information contained in each 
chapter to advocate for safe abortion care services



Chapter one , called “Governing abortion: 
Global abortion policies ”, was written by 
Pamela Pizarro, from Canada. The chapter 
discusses the state of abortion legislation
around the world, and how different 
restrictions affect access to abortion care for 
young women. It also contains advocacy tips 
on how to advocate for changing the laws 
that prohibit or restrict the access to abortion.



Chapter two, called Access to Safe Abortion 
care, was written by Tanya Baker, a Youth 
Coalition member from Canada. The chapter 
looks at access to safe abortion care
services around the world, as well as the 
impact of unsafe abortion. With tables and 
charts, it’s a great resource for advocating for 
safe abortion, and also has practical 
advocacy tips.



Chapter three, Abortion and Human 
rights , was written by Joana Chagas, a 
Youth Coalition member from Brazil. 
The chapter gives an overview of 
important human right arguments that 
can be used when advocating for safe 
abortion care services. It also contains a 
list of UN Documents that could be used 
for our advocacy work on safe abortion.



Chapter four, Mass Media, Abortion and 
Sexual and Reproductive Rights , was 
written by María Eugenia Miranda from 
Argentina and Nadia Ribadeneira, from 
Ecuador. The chapter explain how Mass 
Media works and shows tips on how to deal 
with Media and the opposition. It also shows 
how to prepare an Advocacy Campaign 
involving Media.



• Conference of the International 
Association for the Study of Sexuality, 
Gender and Culture (IASSCS 2007 -
Lima)

• Women Deliver Conference (London 
2007)

• Global Safe Abortion Conference 
(London 2007)

• Regional Consultation of the Women 
Global Network for Reproductive 
Rights (Managua 2007)



Lessons Learned and Recommendations
• The workshops provided a safe space to discuss safe abortion 
issues.

• Preliminary questionnaire was very useful for improving the 
agenda.

• Smaller number stimulated more fruitful discussions, created a 
more interactive setting, and engendered an environment of trust.

• A workshop manual.

• Gender analysis in the context of SRR.
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