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KR DUH ZH

U 7KH <RXWK &RDOLWLRQ IRU 6H[XDO D
S5LIJKWV <&655 LV DQ LOWHUQDWLRQI
SHRSOH WKDW ZRUNV WR LQFUHDVH D
UHSURGXFWLYH KHDOWK DQG WKH UL.
\RXQJ SHRSOH DOO RYHU WKH ZRUOG

U :H DUH DQ LOQOWHUQDWLRQDO RHJDQL]
EHWZHHQ WKH DJHV R FRPPLWW
\RXWK VH[XDO DQG UHSURGXFWLYH U|
UHJLRQDO DQG LOQWHUQDWLRQDO QHY
UHVHDUFKHUV YROXQWHHUV HGXFEDYV
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2XU OLVVLRO

7KH <RXWK &RDOLWLRQ DLPV WR
VH[XDO DQG UHSURGXFWLYH ULJ
SHRSOH DUH UHVSHFWHG JXDUL
SURPRWHG DQG VWULYHV WR V!
PHDQLQJIXO SDUWLFLSDWLRQ RI
GHFLVLRQ PDNLQJ WKDW DIIHFW
DGYRFDWLQJ JHQHUDWLQJ NQR;
LQIRUPDWLRQ EXLOGLQJ SDUWC
\RXQJ DFWLYLVWV ZLWK D IRFXV
DOG LOWHUQDWLRQDO OHYHOV
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2XU YLVLRQ

7KH <RXWK &RDOLWLRQ HQYLVLRQV D
GLYHUVLWLHY RI DOO \RXQJ SHRSOH I
FHOHEUDWHG DQG ZKHUH WKH\ DUH
VXSSRUWHG WR IXO0O\ DQG IUHHO\ H[F
UHSURGXFWLYH ULJKWV B6H[XDO DQG
DUH KXPDQ ULJKWVY DQG WKHUHIRUH
\RXQJ SHRSOH <RXQJ SHRSOH KDYH C
FROQWULEXWLRQ WR PDNH WR VRFLHW
YRLFH LQ DOO SROLF\ DQG GHFLVLRQ
LV UHVSHFWHG DQG IX0O0O\ LOFRUSRUTL
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The Youth Coalition also believes that all women,
Irrespective of age, have the right to access medically
safe and legal abortion care. Unplanned and
unwanted pregnancies are a common situation faced
by women around the world. Many circumstances
can put a woman in a situation where she must
decide whether or not to continue her pregnancy.
Ethical, legal, medical and social situations can
Influence her decision. However, in the end,
regardless of the legal or moral prohibitions, or the
lack of economic or social resources, millions of
women choose to terminate their pregnancies even if
It could cost them their lives.
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SERUWLRQ DQG 655
\RXQJ ZRPHQVV SHUYV

<RXWK &RDOLWLRQ IRU 6F
SHSURGXFWLYH 5LJKW )



SERUWLRQ DV D +XPD

UL %DFNJUR
F
®
F
S
D
W

coalition



coalition

UH Y I
RUW |
DQ E
V DE

C

H
R

ROHU R XRIQ

KH PW YW OHR®P

HDKHO\ S
RD Y® IFHD D
HF K L OKGW

MKV KWK
G ZKHQ

XQGHUJR DQ
FRUH SDUW RI

VI
R JEHR JIUHXSKW H R (

ZRPM®R DJQ®XDO O\

ERUWLRDQWIWRREFN
L R Q WV LIEG\OHHG) DROUR
Q
Q
V W RQ
HRI W
PRV WK

VvV W
| DO
RXW
HV
DQ

D

D
W
R
R
H
R
K
G
H

525 9Oz
—x 20 Exll =7 A
a) w —.—0

VDDnL —l = o

O waQ xnlovo
g QWVQ
> ;)

x < I g0 087>

W
X
Y

PWDPWWVIWOKH
T->K -7 HW
I~ Onx o =
Owp QO wzO T
L WVHDLWPIWM
[ -
T T
SKVRUIKWGGO@
WHVLn“yYQLD
IZ. 0T >0p XuXo
XourTX¥Orxs TTO
~NODZ PO POo>0 v

=3 = =3 =

FHWWR VDIH DERUWLRQ LV



coalition

U 7KH :RUOG +HDOWK 2UJDQL"
XQVDIH DERUWLRQ DV "D SL
WHUPLQDWLQJ DQ XQZDQWH
HLWKHU E\ SHUVRQV ODFNLC
VNLOOV RU LQ DQ HOYLURQF
PLQLPDO VWDQGDUGY RU EI
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u :+2 HYVWLPDWHYVY WKDW PLOOLI
DERUWLRQV RFFXU DURXQG WKH
DQG WKDW RI WKHVH UHVXC
ZRPDQ V GHDWK

U &RPSOLFDWLRQV RI XQVDIH DER
ZRUOG OHYHO LQ D SHUFHQWDJ}F
DSSUR[LPDWHOPDWRUDOO PRUW
ZLWK UHJLRQDO HVWLPDWHV LQ

LQDWLQ $PHQGD VIXE
6DKDUDQ $MHPLFD
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SERUWLRQ DV D KXPD
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WR OLIH

OR OLEHUW\ DQG VHFXULW\ Rl WKH SF
WR SULYDF\

WR IUHHGRP RI WKRXJKRM FRQVFLHQF
WR KHDOWK

WR HGXFDWLRQ DQG LQIRUPDWLRQ
WR HQMR\ WKH EHQHILWY RI VFLHQWL
WR QRQ GLVFULPLQDWLROQ

WR GHFLGH WKH QXPEH®RUBIQE® WKH VS
QRW WR EH VXEMHFW G MR XVAROLQVEK U H

GHJUDGLQJ WUHDWPHQW RU SXQLVKPHQW
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LOCCDSSS LARI] WWKKHH D)
VLWXDWLRQ ZR
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$SSUR[LPDWHO\ RI WKH ZRUOG SR
FRXQWULHV ZLWK KLJKO\ UHVWULFWL
LQ /DWLQ $PHULFD $IULFD DQG $VLD
FRXQWULHY ZKHUH DERUWLRQ LV PRV
WR WKH ODZ ,Q VRPH FRXQWULHV VX
1LFDUDJXD ZRPHQ VWLOO JR WR SUL"
LOOHJDO DERUWLRQ

/IHIDOL]DWLRQ RI DERUWLRQ FDQ SUF
VXITHULQJ DQG GHDWK RI ZRPHQ b5HV
ODZVY YLRODWH ZRPHQ V KXPDQ ULJKYV
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U 3ULRU WR WKH EHJLQQLQJ RI WKHH W
QR DERUWLRQ ODZV LQ H[LVWHQFH ¢
GHFODUHG WKDW HQVRXOHPHQW RFF)
D UHVXOW WKH ODZV LQ WKH WK FHC
WHUPLQDWLRQ RI SUHJQDQF\ 7KHVH
RI WKH UHVWULFWLYH OHJLVODWNYRQ
LQ PDQ\ GHYHORSLQJ FRXQWULHV %H

DOPRVW DOO GHYHORSHG FRXQWU
DERUWLRQ ODZV IRU UHDVRQV RI KXP
"KHUH DERUWLRQ LV VWLOO LGOHJDO
FRORQLDO ODZV DQG QRW DOZD\V DQ
RSLQLRQ RI WKH ORFDO SRSXODWLROQ
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U:KDW DUH WKH FKDOC
\RXQJ ZRPHQ ZKR QHI
DERUWLRQ KDYH WF
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&SKDOOOHQJHV IRU \RX
ZKR KDYH WR IDFH DQ

$00 WKH KXPDQ ULJKWV PXVW EH UH
DOG SURPRWHG ZLWKRXW GLVFULPLC
LOQFOXGLQJ WKDW EDVHG RQ VH[ DQG
ZRPHQVV ULJKWV WR VDIH OHJDO DER
LPSRUWDQFH JLYHQ WKDW HYLGHQFH
UHSUHVHQW DOPRVW KDOI RI WKH WR
ZKR JR WKURXJK XQVDIH DERUWLRQV
XQZDQWHG SUHJQDQFLHV
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H $SGROHVFHQWY DJHG \HDUV UHSL
ILIWK RI WKH ZRUGvVY SRSXODWLRQ Z
ELOOLRQ \RXQJ SHUVRQV 81)3%

U $SERXW RI SUHIJQDQFLHYV HDFK \HDL
WHHQDJHUV 81)3%

H ,Q /DWLQ $PHULFD DQG WKH &DULEEH
RI DGROHVFHQWY SUHJDQDFLHYV DUH .

U 8QSODQQHG SUHJDQFLHV DUH WKH U
IDFWRUV LQOFOXGLQJ ODFN RI NQRZOI
RI DFFHVV DQG NQRZOHGJH DERXW KR
FROQWUDFHSWLYH PHWKRGV GLIILFXO
FRQWUDFHSWLYHVY VH[XDO DVVDXOW
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,Q DGGLWLRQ WKHUH DUH PRUH REV'
ZRPHQ VHHNLQJ VDIH DERUWLRQ VHHL
Z/RPHQ RI RWKHU DJHV SDUHQWDO FR
ODFN RI UHVRXUVHV IRU SULYDWH VH
Z/KHQ DFFHVLQJ KHDOWK VHUYLFHV O
GHFLVLRQ PDNHUV RYHU WKHLU RZQ E

/IDZ WKDW UHTXLUHVY SDUHQWDO FRQ
SURFHGXUH DQG QRQ DFFHVVLEOH QI
\RXWK IULHQGO\ KHDOWK FDUH VHUYL
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ DJDLQWYV \RXQJ ZRI




- working internationally for sexual and reproductive rights
youth coalition
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www.youthcoalition.org
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Background and Introduction

* Interest of the YC.

* Internal training on Safe Abortion Rights and Advocacy
(The Netherlands — October 2006).
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e Objective of the workshop: to increase effective
youth participation to advocate for pro-choice
policies and initiatives.

« Participants acquired knowledge about abortion
related issues, as well as develop valuable
advocacy and facilitation skills, specially learning
about the importance of advocating for access to
safe abortion in countries where abortion is
criminalized.

e The training included a visit to an abortion clinic
where participants could saw how safe abortions are
performed in the Netherlands.
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Project objectives:

To increase youth awareness about abortion worldwide.

To strengthen the capacity of youth to influence positive and
progressive abortion policy and decision-making on a local, national
and international level.

To increase youth’s access to information about abortion.

To develop youth’s skills be become effective advocates for pro-
choice and safe abortion.



@
youth coalition
6 National Workshops

(Paraguay, Nigeria, Trinidad and Tobago, India, Ecuador,
Argentina-Uruguay)




Workshops Objectives:

 To improve understanding on sexual and reproductive
rights (SRR).

« To iImprove understanding on Abortion including the
legal aspects surrounding it.

* To Improve advocacy skills.

 To have a strong knowledge of safe abortion and how
to advocate effectively for it.

« To learn safe abortion languages and how to fight
opposition.



Number of Workshops Participants

Paraguay: 13 in total — 4 male — 9 female
(32 applications from Paraguay, 17 Peru, 10 Bolivia, interested emails from
Argentina, Nicaragua, Panama, Chile, Costa Rica and Uruguay)

Nigeria: 10 in total — 5 female and 5 male
(400 applications)

Trinidad and Tobago: 6 in total
(15 applications)

India: 14 participants — 11 female — 3 male
(40 applications)

Ecuador: 12 participants - 3 male — 9 female
(20 applications)

Argentina/ Uruguay: 12 participants — 11 female — 1 male
(40 applications)



Follow up

Paraguay:. Many participants were involved in the 28 of September
Campaign. Interest in replying the workshop to other young persons.

Nigeria: National Youth Network for Safe Abortion Rights. Interest in
replying the workshop and to set up a research group to source and
disseminate information. YC List Serve.

Trinidad and Tobago: List serve. Collaborating with local organizations
(Conscious Raising and ASPIRE) on collecting the stories of young
people and unsafe abortion; and sharing the resources and information
learned in the workshop online and through a helpline
(www.redinitiatives.orq).




Follow up

* India: YC list serve. Email exchange among the
participants and facilitators.

« Ecuador: Involved in the 28 of September Campaign.
Coalition for the Decriminalization of Abortion.

« Argentina: Involved in the National Campaign for
Abortion legalization. Creation of a website.
Participation in a communitarian radio program.



Along with the workshops...

International Youth Perspectives on Abortion

Freedom of Choice: a Youth Activist Guide to
Safe Abortion Advocacy



* Produced with
materials from
participants of the 5
national workshops

e Useful, creative and
with insights from
different regions in
diverse formats
(songs, drawings,
essays, poems,
etc.)




o Written by Youth Coalition
members

« Chapters that analyze
different aspects of
abortion

« Useful resource for young
people worldwide to work
In advocacy efforts for
abortion rights at the
national, regional and/or
International levels



The sexual and reproductive rights movement faces its biggest
challenge when it comes to abortion. In many countries, as it's
reviewed in the legal section, abortion is not legal, or is very
limited for specific circumstances.

On the other hand, in other countries where abortion has been
decriminalized, access is not guarantee by the state. Stating
this, the two main challenges when advocating for safe abortion

are:
1) changing the legislation in those countries where abortion is
restricted, and

2) guarantee access to comprehensive abortion care to all
women.

The task is not easy, and we, as youth advocates, need to be
prepared to take action in this area. This Guide helps us with
this task.



The guide intends to:

Give an overview of important human right arguments
that can be used when advocating for safe abortion care
services

Discuss the state of abortion legislation  around the
world, and how different restrictions affect access to
abortion care for young women

Look at access to safe abortion care services around
the world, as well as the impact of unsafe abortion

Relate tips on how to deal with the media and the
opposition

Demonstrate how to use the information contained in each
chapter to advocate for safe abortion care services



Chapter one , called “Governing abortion:
Global abortion policies 7, was written by
Pamela Pizarro, from Canada. The chapter
discusses the state of abortion legislation
around the world, and how different
restrictions affect access to abortion care for
young women. It also contains advocacy tips
on how to advocate for changing the laws
that prohibit or restrict the access to abortion.



Chapter two, called Access to Safe Abortion
care, was written by Tanya Baker, a Youth
Coalition member from Canada. The chapter
looks at access to safe abortion care
services around the world, as well as the
Impact of unsafe abortion.  With tables and
charts, it’s a great resource for advocating for
safe abortion, and also has practical
advocacy tips.



Chapter three, Abortion and Human
rights , was written by Joana Chagas, a
Youth Coalition member from Brazil.
The chapter gives an overview of
Important human right arguments that
can be used when advocating for safe
abortion care services. It also contains a
list of UN Documents that could be used
for our advocacy work on safe abortion.



Chapter four, Mass Media, Abortion and
Sexual and Reproductive Rights , was
written by Maria Eugenia Miranda from
Argentina and Nadia Ribadeneira, from
Ecuador. The chapter explain how Mass
Media works and shows tips on how to deal
with Media and the opposition. It also shows
how to prepare an Advocacy Campaign
Involving Media.



* Conference of the International
Association for the Study of Sexuality,
Gender and Culture (IASSCS 2007 -
Lima)

« Women Deliver Conference (London
2007)

 Global Safe Abortion Conference
(London 2007)

» Regional Consultation of the Women
Global Network for Reproductive
Rights (Managua 2007)




Lessons Learned and Recommendations

« The workshops provided a safe space to discuss safe abortion
ISsues.

e Preliminary questionnaire was very useful for improving the
agenda.

 Smaller number stimulated more fruitful discussions, created a
more interactive setting, and engendered an environment of trust.

* A workshop manual.

» Gender analysis in the context of SRR.
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