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CALL TO ACTION

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 13 May 2006

*  *  *

We undersigned Ethiopian Women and European Parliamentarians underscore our unique and specific responsibilities arising from the trust placed in us by our electorate to actively work to build societies where all individuals, women, men, children, young people, married and unmarried, may fully live up to their potential and live healthy lives in dignity and freedom. 

To this effect, we Ethiopian Women and European parliamentarians

1 recognise that we have a moral imperative to create a favourable legislative and policy framework for sexual and reproductive health and rights; 

1 underline that parliamentarians from all parties, whether in ruling parties or in opposition, have a duty to hold government accountable for the execution and enforcement of policies and laws and to monitor government performance; 

2 commit to living up to our leadership role in the community and our own constituencies to overcome stigma against vulnerable groups such as people living with HIV/AIDS, marginalised women and children, disabled people and that we must set an example in changing mentalities which are harmful to these groups by denouncing violence particularly against women, harmful traditional practices and any form of exploitation; 

3 pledge to allocate the resources necessary to make sexual and reproductive health services a reality for all individuals by actively taking part in discussions on national budgets and international development cooperation and ensuring that our governments fulfil the already committed target of allocation 0,7% of Gross National Income to Official Development Aid. 

We Ethiopian Women and European Parliamentarians recognise that many challenges remain, particularly if the Millennium Development Goals of 2000 and the aims of the International Conference on Population and Development Programme of Action of 1994 are to be met by 2015. Among these challenges which all parliamentarians must address are: 

4 the high and increasing rates of violence, particularly against women and those most vulnerable in our society such as young people and children; 

5 the persistence of harmful traditional practices which subjugate women, pose serious health risks and constitute a violation of the bodily integrity of women; 

6 the specific material, logistic and infrastructure challenges which make it impossible for many people living in remote areas to reach health and welfare services and supplies and for State and non-state actors to provide services and supplies

7 the high attrition rate of the best educated minds in developing countries, among them health workers, which constantly undermines efforts for countries to meet the health and welfare needs of their people; 

8 the persistence of low levels of education which poses challenges to a country’s social and institutional development and limits human potential; 

We Ethiopian Women and European Parliamentarians believe that realistic solutions are available which can help countries develop and ensure that all individuals may live in freedom and dignity and fully live up to their potential. Therefore, we Parliamentarians call for: 

9 unleashing the potential of women through the recognition in government planning of the pivotal importance that women must play in a country’s advance towards development and how that contribution depends upon women’s full exercise of their sexual and reproductive health and rights; 

10 creating and supporting sexual and reproductive health services which are geared to the needs of both young women and men and strengthening efforts to include young men in the work for gender equality and sexual and reproductive health and rights; 

11 forward-planning by all actors, local, regional, State/ Federal and the international donor community in ensuring through appropriate budgetary mechanisms the necessary health and reproductive supplies which are required to guarantee sexual and reproductive health; 

12 strengthening domestic and global partnerships for development and empowerment, specifically with the aim of building the capacity of Southern civil society to effectively champion for sexual and reproductive health and rights; 

13 setting firm goals for advancing towards the World Health Organisation’s recommendation of US$34 per capita in  national health expenditure within a realistic medium-term timeframe; 

14 crafting and supporting national education and training policies and mechanisms for health workers which provides for the retention of newly trained staff and for donor countries to analyse and reflect upon how immigration and internal labour market  policies may undermine development efforts in the South while recognising the right of individuals legally to seek better employment in other countries; 

15 orienting international development aid from donor countries towards countries, multi-lateral organisation and civil society which contribute to and take up the above emphasis on women, equality, education, democracy and health. 

We Ethiopian Women and European Parliamentarians pledge to present the present Call to Action and report back on progress at the next International Parliamentarians Conference on Implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action scheduled to take place in Bangkok, Thailand on 21-22 November 2006, which will focus of “Taking Stock” of ten years of the parliamentary contribution to advancing sexual and reproductive health and rights since 1994. 

*   *   *

The Undersigned: 

	Name 
	Country

	Varina Tjon-A-Ten
	Netherlands

	Carina Hägg
	Sweden

	Ewa Thalén Finné
	Sweden

	Hilde Vautmans
	Belgium

	Janina Andersson
	Finland

	Minna Sirno
	Finland

	Kari-Lise Holmberg
	Norway

	Kirsten Brosbol
	Denmark

	Véronique Mathieu
	France

	Jean-Pierre Kucheida
	France

	Miguel a. Martin Soledad
	Spain

	Shitaye Minale Tizazu
	Ethiopia

	Netsanet Asfaw Nigusie
	Ethiopia

	Anchinalu Yigzaw Teferri
	Ethiopia

	Aselefech Bekele G/wolde
	Ethiopia

	Almaz Araya G/Egziabhier
	Ethiopia

	Atalel Melaku Fenta
	Ethiopia

	Etehun Shiferaw Mekonnen
	Ethiopia

	Fasika Mulu Adamu
	Ethiopia

	Meseret Abate G/hana
	Ethiopia

	Birtukan Sebsibe Woldie
	Ethiopia

	Kidest Bekele Senbet
	Ethiopia

	Kebebush Kaka Yedawa
	Ethiopia

	Zemu Yesuf Mohammed
	Ethiopia

	Aster Amare Hagos
	Ethiopia

	Fetia Yesuf Mumed
	Ethiopia

	Elsa Tesfay G/Ezigi
	Ethiopia

	Fantaye Gezahegn Urgesa
	Ethiopia

	Meselech Wedajo Gawo
	Ethiopia

	Senait Andargie Jemberu
	Ethiopia


**********************

We the undersigned Parliamentarians base this Call to Action on a Parliamentary Study Tour to Ethiopia which took place from 8-12 May 2006 and brought the European Delegation to Addis Ababa, Amharaland, Oromia, the Southern Nations and Nationalities People’s State and Tigrai.

We Parliamentarians from Europe express our gratitude towards the United Nations Population Fund, the Family Guidance Association of Ethiopia as well as other multi-lateral organisations and non-governmental organisations in Ethiopia such as CORHA, DSW-Ethiopia, Marie Stopes International, as well as in Europe such as Equilibres et Populations, Interact Worldwide, RFSU and Vaestoliitto for their efforts in organising the Parliamentary Study Tour. 
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